
The attorneys at Fuerza Immigration Lawyers, LLP, have prepared the following information to provide guidance should you have contact with Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE). This information is general and is not intended to be legal advice for any particular individual. If you have specific

questions about your case, make an appointment with your attorney to discuss your concerns.

GOAL #1: AVOID ICE

There are places where you are at higher risk of being detained by ICE.

· If you hear of ICE raids or operations in your area, avoid them. Many counties in California have Rapid
Response Networks where you can call to report immigration sightings. You can find your county’s Rapid
Response Hotline here: https://www.ccijustice.org/rapid-response

· Avoid travel near the U.S.-Mexico and U.S.-Canada border. A federal regulation allows Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) agents without a warrant to enter and search buses, trains, boats, and aircrafts
within 100 miles of a land or sea border. In addition CBP has the authority to conduct stops and searches
of individuals and vehicles within a 100 miles of the border.

· Due to security concerns, airports are also areas where ICE is often present. Even if you are traveling
domestically, TSA agents who are checking identification can contact ICE if they have reason to believe
the passenger is not in lawful status.

· Do not carry foreign documents. This includes foreign passports and identification cards.

Do not commit crimes.

Certain criminal arrests and convictions are considered so serious under immigration law that you may
be placed into ICE custody. In addition, convictions of certain crimes may make you ineligible for
immigration relief.

· If you are arrested by the police, you have the right to remain silent and speak to an attorney. Never
accept a plea bargain or sign anything without learning how the conviction could affect your immigration
status.

· Do not carry, sell, purchase, or transport marijuana products or controlled substances.

· Do not work in the marijuana industry. Although marijuana use is legal in California, it remains classified
as a Schedule I drug under the Controlled Substances Act. Working in the marijuana industry, even as a
janitor, packer, or administrative assistant could make you ineligible for immigration relief and lead to ICE
detention.

· If you are not a United States citizen, do not purchase, sell, possess, carry, brandish, or fire any firearms.
This includes applying for hunting licenses and concealed carry permits.

· Driving under the influence (DUI), domestic violence, robbery, murder, and theft are also serious crimes
that could also result in ICE placing an individual into custody.
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GOAL #2: AVOID DETENTION

What to do if you have contact with ICE in the street:

· Stay calm and do not run. If you run, you are giving ICE officials probable cause to detain you. If you see
ICE, walk calmly to a place where you feel safe.

· You have the right to remain silent. You do not need to speak to the immigration officers, answer
questions, or present documents. Provide the immigration officer with the red card which details your
Constitutional rights which is included in this packet.

· Ask if you are being detained, if not, assert your right to remain silent and walk away.

What to do if ICE is at your home:

· DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR. If you have small children at home, it is important to make sure that you tell
them not to open the door unless an adult is present.

· You do not have to open the door or let the officers into your home unless they have a valid search warrant
signed by a judge. Ask the officers to slide the warrant under a door or through a window. If the warrant
does not have your correct name and address, and it is not signed by a judge, you do not have to open
the door.

· See the attached sample of a valid, judicial warrant for reference. If ICE officers do not have this
document, they do not have the right to enter and search your home. Even if they wait outside for hours,
remain calm, and do not open the door. Call your attorney!

GOAL #3: AVOID EXPEDITED REMOVAL AND VOLUNTARY DEPARTURE

“Detained” means that ICE has handcuffed you and is telling you that you are now detained.

If you are being detained and have a pending immigration case:
o Do not lie.
o Provide information of your pending immigration case: a copy of your receipt notice or your work

permit.
o Show evidence that you have been in the US for at least two years.
o If Fuerza Immigration Lawyers, LLP represents you, present one of our business cards.
o Remain silent and do not provide information. Ask to speak with your attorney.
o Ask to see an immigration judge.
o Make sure your name is spelled correctly and you provide your date of birth
o DO NOT SIGN ANYTHING WITHOUT SPEAKING TO AN IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY

· If you are being detained and do not have a pending application:
o Remain silent and do not provide information. Ask to speak to an attorney.
o Ask to see an immigration judge.
o DO NOT SIGN ANYTHING WITHOUT SPEAKING TO AN ATTORNEY

· Additional information you can provide to ICE if you are being detained:
o If you have minor USC children, inform ICE immediately
o If you are a nursing mother, take medications, have critical medical issues, inform ICE immediately.
o If you have a LPR or USC spouse, parents, or children, and you have been living in the United States

for more than 10 years, inform ICE immediately.
o If you are afraid of returning to your country, inform ICE immediately.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW TO PREPARE FOR POSSIBLE DETENTION:

There are certain things you can do today to prepare for possible contact with immigration in the future.

· If you are represented by Fuerza Immigration Lawyers, LLP, memorize our phone number so you can
call us. If you do not have our number memorized, ask your paralegal for a copy of your 3rd Party
Release Authorization to confirm that you have authorized an emergency contact to speak with us
about your case if you are detained. Memorize their number as well.

· Make sure you have evidence of your physical presence in the United States for at least two years.
This can include a copies of paystubs, educational certificates, or an expired driver’s license.

· Have money ready for bond and speak to a trusted person who would be able to post on your behalf
if you are detained. The minimum bond amount is $1,500 and there is no upper limit. Bond needs to
be paid in cash.

· Have money to hire an immigration attorney if you are detained.

· Consider executing a family preparedness plan. See the sample authorization included in this packet.
If you are detained, it is important to consider who is going to pick your children up from school, who
is going to be able to take them to the doctor, and who is going to care for them if you are detained.
Make sure you share this plan with your children as well.

· If you have a criminal record, speak to a criminal attorney about getting your records vacated for
constitutional violations if you can.

As a reminder, if you have contact with ICE or any immigration officials:

1. You have the right to remain silent.
2. Do not sign anything.
3. Ask to speak with your attorney and see an immigration judge.

If you have any questions, please call your paralegal to schedule an appointment with
your attorney. We are more than happy to provide information and guidance during these
uncertain times.
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WE HAVE RIGHTS
An empowerment campaign to prepare for and safely defend our rights

during encounters with Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE).

WHEN ICE IS OUTSIDE OUR DOOR INSIDE OUR HOMES

IN OUR COMMUNITIES, IN OUR STREETS IF ICE ARRESTS US

WHEN DOCUMENTING ICE ARRESTS

WWW.WEHAVERIGHTS.US






































